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Parent Support Services Society of BC 
acknowledges the Traditional and Unceded 
Territories of all Indigenous Nations of BC, 

on whose land we provide services. 



Kinship Families Mobilize for Change

Parent Support Services Society’s Three Year Project

Presentation to Learning from Each Other Gathering – June 11 & 12, 2022



Systemic Advocacy:
Seeks change at the systems level, rather than 

the individual. 

Tries to convince decision makers to address 

the root causes of oppressive systems and 

structures that cause everyday problems 
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Funded by:
• Victoria Foundation (Adoption & Permanency 

Fund), 

• Vancouver Foundation, 

• Law Foundation.

Partnership: University of Northern BC

Supervising Lawyer: Patricia Barkaskas (Indigenous 

Community Legal Clinic, University of BC-

Allard School of Law) 



.

WHY WE DO IT ! 

Mission - to protect the safety and 

wellbeing of children and promote the 

health of all families by partnering 

with those in a parenting role and 

their communities to build support, 

advocacy, education, research, and 

resources.





For nearly two decades,  kinship 

caregivers have been telling 

Parent Support Services about 

the challenges they face such as: 

isolation, unique needs of 

children, stress, risk of poverty.

PSS has shared their stories with 

government. 

Small improvements for some 

caregivers. But still … so much 

more needs to be done



More than 13,000 children in BC are being raised by relatives or friends, when

parents are unable. These numbers are growing. The majority of these children

have experienced trauma.

Research is clear that kids raised by those they have a close connection to, have

better outcomes than those raised in government care.

Yet, most of these families still receive little or no financial support. Families

spiral into poverty. Caregivers often struggle to provide the support they

know the children need.



History – Meetings with Government

Petition Campaign

Grandparents Days



February 2019, Legislature





General Themes of Interest Arising from Research



Key Themes

Discrimination

Racism (Intergenerational trauma, colonization and Indigenous 

fear of Ministry involvement)

Poverty (parents’- leading to apprehension; kinship caregiver 

risk of poverty) 

Inequity (between caregiver supports, between foster parents 

and kinship caregivers, discrepancies in social work practice), 

Bias Against Kinship Caregivers (Some participants believe “they are 

seen as failure”)



Key Themes

Access to Programs, Supports and Services 

(Including Legal) to Support Children 

Complexity

Transparency

Access (travel, cost)



Key Themes

Children and recognition of challenges

Depth of trauma experienced before kinship care 

Complexity of special needs

Children’s fear of being moved again.

Benefits, supports, services needed



Key Themes

Prevention 

Holistic steps to support parents (trauma informed practice, 

poverty reduction, early intervention, parenting support, mental 

health and addiction services).

Caregiver needs

Mental health support, respite, aging issues, impact on relationship 

with spouse and other family members.     

Rewards of kinship care 

Children thriving, kinship caregivers know they are needed



Health of 

Caregiver

Health Changed since 

taking in children

Yes  64% No  37%

Result of taking in kids

Yes  71% No  29%

Stress Level changed

Yes  92% No  8%

Result of taking in kids

Yes  90% No  10%
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Witnessed Prior to 

Kinship Care
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Directly Experience 

Prior to Kinship Care
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Children who have experienced at

least four adverse childhood 

experiences (ACES) are 12 times 

more likely to have negative health 

outcomes, such as chronic health 

problems, mental illness, and 

substance misuse in 

adulthood, than the general child 

population.



…The Research is Clear

Benefits of kinship care:

• Kids maintain community and family 
attachments, 

• Kids have stability of cultural identity, 

• Kids develop a lifetime sense of belonging, 

• Kids have increased positive outcomes,

• Kids become resilient, overcome ACEs.



Kinship Families Drive the Project. 
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Kinship Caregivers Demand



Thank you!
Jane Bouey –Manager – Advocacy & Mobilization

Parent Support Services Society of BC

Phone 604-669-1616 Ext 110

Jane.bouey@parentsupportbc.ca

Parentsupportbc.ca

mailto:Jane.bouey@parentsupportbc.ca

