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Introduction 

Fairness for Children Raised by Relatives is a grassroots non-profit society formed in August 2021. It supports 

and advocates for kinship care children, who are raised by relatives or a close family friend when birth parents 

are unable. Our board of directors and regular members are all volunteers and kinship caregivers who have 

united to ensure our children have equitable rights, benefits and opportunities as provided to all other children 

in care in B.C.  

Recommendation 1: 

MCFD needs to stop claiming benefits under the Canada Child Benefit (CCB) and Disability Child Benefit 
(DCB) for the over 2800 currently eligible children in the 54 Permanent Guardianship program. This claim 
means that these families are ineligible for various other federal and provincial benefits. 
 

Background 

All Permanent, Temporary and Interim Out-of-Care program children, continue to be treated unfairly compared 

to children in all other Ministry family support programs. MCFD receives the Canada Child Benefit ($522 to 

$620 per month depending on child age), and for those eligible, the Disability Child Benefit ($264/month) 

meant for the 54.01/54.1 Permanent Guardian children and their families because of MCFD’s claims under the 

federal Children’s Special Allowance (CSA) Act.   

The Federal CSA Act (1992) was originally written to enable provinces and delegated agencies to claim the 

federal child benefits for children in the foster care system. In 2012 an amendment was added to the CSA Act 

to include children who had been placed in permanent custody by court order and whose guardians received 

any amount of financial support from the province or delegated agency.  

The CSA Act states that to be eligible to receive children’s federal benefits, provinces or their delegated 

agencies must be: “solely responsible for the for the child’s care, maintenance, education, training and 

advancement to a greater extent than any other department, agency, institution, Indigenous governing body or 

any person.” This may be true of children in foster care, but it is not true of our children in permanent 

guardianship the 54 program.  

Our kinship caregivers are solely responsible for all aspects of raising the children in their care.  After the 

amendment BC introduced the 54 program. Its important to note that eligibility for many children’s benefits are 

based on a family’s receipt of their child’s federal Canada Child Benefit. MCFD/agency CSA claims render 54 

children and their family’s ineligible for many other programs. A loss of over $10,000 year ($7,440 under 6 yr 

CCB + $+ $1,750/require additional supports yr BCFB + $1,300 federal dental program). This loss causes 

much hardship for 54 program children who are often Indigenous, and many have disabilities requiring extra 

support and services. 

 

 

 



 

 

Recommendation 2 

• Increase the investment in the continuum of services for children and youth with support needs 
so those kinship care youths who come into care prior to the age of 12 years through an out of 
care MCFD program can all access the SAJE supports. 

Background: 

Strengthening Abilities and Journey Empowerment is an excellent program for youth aging out of care, with 
many supports. On the website it states: Historic improvements to supports for youth and young adults with 
care experience in British Columbia are now fully implemented and enshrined in legislation. This means young 
people with care experience may now access the SAJE program, which provides supports and services 
until the age of 27.  However, this does not consider those youth coming from Kinship out of care programs 
unless they are older than 12 years of age when they come into care  

Adults between the ages of 19 to 26 (up to their 27th birthday) are eligible for SAJE if: They reached their 19th 
birthday while on a Youth Agreement, a Continuing Custody Order or were under the personal guardianship of 
a director,  OR They achieved permanency between the ages of 12-19 (i.e., adoption after being in care, or 
under section 54.1 or 54.01),  OR They have 24 months of cumulative time in care between the ages of 12-19, 
in a range of in- and out-of-care statuses,  OR They were in a comparable arrangement under Indigenous law. 

MCFD needs to revise the current eligibility criteria for kinship care youth who have been in out of care 

programs prior to the age of 12. This restriction renders most individuals currently enrolled in kinship out of 

care programs ineligible.  When children come into kinship care they are generally under the age of 12.  

Once again MCFD inconsistency is causing harm to our kinship youth opposed to those in who have been in 

care and are still in care at the age of 19. Our kinship care children are still in our care at the age of 19 and 

they need support as well. 

 


